Transportation Costs
On the Trivaudrum State Transport System, the
generally accepted rate is, in Travancore currency, 8 cash
per mile which, when commuted into British Currency,
works out at nearly 3-4 pies per mile. Trivandrum to
Quilon is a distance of 44 miles and the rate thereon is
21 chakrams or 12 annas. In this case it comes to 3-3
pies per mile. Trivandrum to Xedumangad is a short
distance service of 12 miles on which the fare is 6
chakrams which also works out at the rate of 3-4 pies.
The same is true of the Nagercoil-Colaehel, and Xagercoil-
Cape Comorin and the Trivandrum-Nagereoil routes.
The Transport Superintendent in his administration
report for the year ending 1113 (April, 1939) says, k* The
aim of this Department was to effect a standardisation of
fare and accordingly a fare of S cash per mile, which is
a very reasonable rate under local conditions, was
adopted." The cost of living in Travancore State is
much lower than what it is in British India and this
accounts for the low rate as compared to conditions here.
On the shorter routes working the town services, a slight
concession is shown. It is, however, interesting to note
here that though the charge on the Trivandrum-Quilon
route is only 12 annas for 43 miles, the railway rate is as
low as 7J annas. This is due to the fact that prior to
the inauguration of this service under State monopoly, the
acuteness of competition compelled the Railway to cut
its rate. In Hyderabad State the fare per passenger is
6 pies per mile (0. S. currency) on district services and
slightly less in urban transport.
Freight transport has not developed to the extent that
it has in the case of passenger services and, as a result,
it was not possible to undertake a survey of this aspect
of the problem. There is some parcels traffic for which
a flat rate is charged irrespective of distance. In
Coimbatore on the U. M. S., the basis of charge is aa
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